
HARLOW HILL ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

SUMMER 2021 NEWSLETTER 

for all Plot Holders and Associate Members 

 

Hello Everyone, 

Hope you are all enjoying your allotment.    After a very dry April 

with frosts on many nights, and a cold wet May to follow, we've 

had a pleasant June and early July with warm days and a modest 

amount of rain.    Most of the crops are growing well, and the 

weeds are certainly coming on apace.   Those of us who focus on 

summer vegetables may already have had some broad beans from 

an autumn sowing, new potatoes should soon be ready, and so 

should peas.  Runner beans are beginning to climb their sticks, and 

there are some excellent strawberry crops on the plots near me.    

 

 

CHAIR STEPS DOWN 

Sadly, due to illness, Ian Clarke and Anne Ellis have decided to step down from the allotment committee.     

They have both worked hard for Harlow Hill Allotment Association over the last five years, Ian as Chair and 

Anne as Secretary then Minutes Secretary, so many thanks and best wishes for the future go to them.   

They are still going to be tending their plot, so we'll still see them on the site and at events. 

COMMITTEE VACANCIES 

Two vacancies on the committee were created as a result of Ian Clarke and Anne Ellis deciding to stand 

down.   Why not give it a go?  New committee members would be co-opted at this stage and formally 

elected at the AGM.  We have four Committee meetings a year (usually January, April, June and 

September), and the AGM which is usually in March.   Committee members act as the first point of contact 

for a group of plots near their own plot and there are usually a few emails to respond to when we need to 

make decisions between meetings.   Some Committee members also take on additional responsibilities 
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(e.g. some people help in the shop or organise the grass-cutting in the area of their plot).   We need a 

strong Committee with a diversity of experience to keep the site well run.  Please consider what you can do 

to help and don't hide your light under a bushel! 

As Ian Clarke was Chair and Trustee we also need to replace him in those roles.   No one currently on the 

Committee wants to take on the role of Chair so the Committee agreed that it would rotate the chairing of 

meetings until we can fill the role. 

Following a recent case of abuse being directed at a member of the committee, we'd like to remind all 

members of the Association that the Committee are all democratically elected (or co-opted in emergencies) 

and are all volunteers who give up their free time to the association.    If we didn't manage our own site in 

this way, it would be returned to the Council and all the benefits we gain by being a self-managed site 

would be lost.   If you have a problem with any of the decisions made by the Committee or with any 

communications that we send out please speak to one of us politely, or formally contact the secretary in 

writing or by email, and we will aim to address your concerns.     Angela Dicken 

 

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT 

Sian Gamble has taken over from Ian Clarke as the person delivering our surplus produce to Resurrected 

Bites.  Many thanks to Ian for doing this job for many months and also to Sian for stepping into the breach. 

Don’t let produce go to waste on your plot.  If you can’t eat it all, put it in the yellow boxes at the side of 

the Allotment Shop and we’ll get it to people who can use it.  The boxes are usually collected on Monday 

morning, so please don’t leave things that might rot in the box all week.  Many thanks for everyone who 

supports our Waste Not, Want Not initiative. 

SITE JUDGING 

Site judging (Judgement Day) was on Thursday 8th July.   Harlow Hill Allotments looked wonderful and many 

thanks to all the plot holders who made a special effort to have their plots looking their very best.   The 

criteria for judging were: 

 First Impressions (what appears to be a tidy, well ordered and colourful site will score well) 

 Cultivation and Husbandry (range and quality of crops) 

 Infrastructure (sheds, water butts, frames etc. and  

 Site Management 
 

The judges also chose our site’s top plot from plots put forward on the judging day.   Our committee 

members were asked to nominate the top plots in the areas that they monitor.  The following plots were 

nominated 1B(i), 6B(i)& 7A (same plot holder), 28A, 31A, 31C(ii), 33A, 35, 37A & 44B(same plot holder), 

38B, 49B, 51A, 53B, 55A, 62B. 

The results of the site and plot judging will be displayed at the Allotment Show on 15th August. 

 

COVID-19 

Although most of us have had our jabs, the virus is still with us and in the new Delta form.    Please continue 

to be careful when on the allotment site.  Current evidence continues to support the view that the major 

means of transmission of the virus is aerosol, so even when the restrictions are removed on 19th July, it still 

seems sensible when on the allotment site to take a cautious approach, maintain social distancing and be 

aware that other plot holder’s may still be anxious and may wish to avoid close contact.    



KEEP THE SITE 

SECURE 

GATES  

Although it appears that touch is a far less likely means of Covid-19 

transmission than was originally thought, there is still a case for washing or 

sanitising hands before and after handling the gates and mower.    To 

minimise handling, it has been our policy during Covid-19 to keep the gates 

open whilst there is someone on the site.    However, it has become clear 

that many plot holders prefer to have the gate closed.   The committee has decided to leave it to the good 

sense of the plot holder provided that the gate is locked when there is no longer anyone on the site.  

However, if you enter or leave by the ginnel gate, please lock this gate behind you even if you are on site.   

ALLOTMENT TOILET 

A notice was put on the door of the toilet asking people not to use it during the pandemic.   However, it 

appears that it has been used from time to time.    The lock on the toilet door has now been changed to 

prevent it being used until it has been cleaned.   Cleaning is the major problem.   Rather than relying on 

committee members to clean it, it would be useful if we could establish a rota of people who regularly use 

it to give it a clean once a week and check for hand sanitiser and toilet paper.     If you would be willing to 

help with this task (the more people who offer the longer it will take to get their turn), please contact 

Angela. 

ALLOTMENT SHOP 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, we've given plot holders and associate members the opportunity to order 

from the Allotment Shop by email once a month and pay by bank transfer, and it seems to have worked 

very successfully.   We're going to continue with this for the rest of the year, but in September and October 

– provided that the Covid-19 restrictions allow – we will also open the shop for those of you that prefer to 

come in, as well as doing the email order.   Hopefully by then we will be re-stocked with manure etc.   

When the shop is open, you will still be able to pay by bank transfer – but also by cash if bank transfer isn’t 

possible.    Look out for the emails giving the opening dates. 

The catalogues for the Kings Seed order will be here shortly.  I’ll send out information about how to order 

etc. after the Allotment Show.        Angela Dicken     

IT’S YOUR PLOT 

The Waiting List currently has 57 people on it.  We have agreed to split one plot in half and another has 

recently been vacated so this number should reduce by two if no new applications are received.  Harlow 

Hill is not alone in having these large waiting lists, there are 192 people waiting for a plot on the Claro Road 

site!   We try and ensure that our site is a community resource for the benefit of local people.  To make 

sure this happens, we are, we believe, the only site which has a requirement that applicants should live 

within a certain distance of the site before they can apply (currently 2 miles).   

The Committee takes the view that the person whose name is on the tenancy agreement is the person who 

is responsible for the plot and the person who should be doing the majority of the work and cultivation.  It 

is fine to have some help if you are ill or on holiday (or similar temporary emergencies), or when you're first 

setting up, and it is fine for family and friends to come to the allotment with you to help out.   However, 

we've had a few instances recently where family and friends have been the main people working on the 

plot - usually on their own and on what appears to be a permanent basis – and this is not acceptable.   If 

your name is on the tenancy agreement - it's your plot and it is expected that you will do the cultivation of 

it.           Richard Wriglesworth, Lettings Manager 



WATER SUPPLY 

It is now likely that the additional tap in the vicinity of plots 21/22 and 25/26 will be installed at the end of 

October when the water supply has been turned off. 

Plot holders are reminded to replenish the butts after use and hosepipe users to ensure the butt is full 

whilst they are using the hose.   If you are using a hosepipe to water your allotment, you must have a water 

licence, which costs £10.  You can pay via the association’s bank account, but please also let Angela know 

that you have paid. 

 

HARROGATE & DISTRICT ALLOTMENT FEDERATION ANNUAL SHOW 2021 

The 60th HDAF Annual Show will take place on Sunday 15th August in the Sun 

Pavilion, Valley Gardens, provided that Covid-19 restrictions allow. 

Show schedules and Entry forms for the show are available in the shed next to 

the Allotment Shop or on line at www.thehdaf.co.uk or in Members' Area of 

our website www.harlowhillaa.org 

We hope that lots of you will enter the show again this year: both plot holders 

and associate members are eligible to enter.   Children or grandchildren of plot 

holders may enter the children's classes.   There are lots of options – Fruit & 

Veg, Flowers, Baking, Novices, Children – so give it a try!   Entries cost £3 per 

adult, £1 per child and you can enter for as many classes  as you like for that 

one fee but each person entering needs their own entry form.   Leave your 

entry form, with the entry fee, at Angela's, 74 Otley Road, Harrogate.   The deadline for entries is 5th 

August.   If you need any advice or information, please contact Angela. 

This year's charity is Ripon Museums Trust.   We will be raising funds to support their horticultural 

activities. 

There will also be a range of craft stalls, stalls run by the allotments association, the Buzz coffee van run by 

one of our associates and a saxophone quartet in the Band Stand to entertain us in the afternoon. 

As usual we are running the Tombola Stall, so we would be very grateful for any unwanted gifts, toiletries, 

bottles, confectionery or other items suitable for tombola.     From 1st August, donations for the tombola 

stall can be left in the shed next to the Allotment Shop or dropped off at Angela's house any time.    We 

need volunteers to help on the stall on the day.    If you can help for an hour, please let Angela know.    

Plants, produce and cakes will also be needed for the stalls run by other sites.  Preferably, take plants, 

produce and cakes to Valley Gardens on the day, or, alternatively, contact Angela. 

Harlow Hill committee members have some raffle tickets to sell and Chris has been selling some around our 

site.  Good prizes – 3 x £50 cash and 1 x £25 plus other vouchers.  Even if the Show doesn't go ahead, the 

raffle will still be drawn. 

Volunteers are also needed to help set up in Valley Gardens early on the Sunday morning from about 7.00 

a.m. and to help dismantle the tables etc. at the end of the day from 4.00 p.m.   If you can help with any of 

these tasks, please let Angela know (email: dicken.angela@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01423 505748)     It's a 

great afternoon out, so please support the Show.     Angela Dicken 

http://www.thehdaf.co.uk/
http://www.harlowhillaa.org/
mailto:dicken.angela@hotmail.co.uk


HARROGATE & DISTRICT ALLOTMENT FEDERATION DIAMOND JUBILEE      

CHALLENGE 

           Some of you have been growing Diamond Jubilee sweet peas, or 

Jubilee tomatoes or Jubilee Boy dahlias.   We'll be bringing together the 

flowers and tomatoes to make our arrangement from Harlow Hill to 

join the arrangements from all the other sites at the Allotment Show.   

Last year we had problems getting them all to be ready at the same 

time!   This year we'll use whatever we've got at the time – even if it's 

green tomatoes and buds!   If anyone would like a go at putting the 

arrangements together, please contact me – as it's definitely not my 

forte!   The arrangements will be judged by Martin Fish and the 

winning site will receive £30 in RHS vouchers.   

          Angela Dicken 

 

PICNIC ON THE PLOT  

Provided the Covid-19 restrictions are all lifted and the weather is kind, 

we’re going to hold a picnic-on-the-plot on Saturday 7th August at 12.00 

noon.  Just turn up outside the Allotment Shop with some food and drink 

to share, your own plate, cup and cutlery and something to sit on.  

Hopefully, it will be a welcome opportunity to get together and have a 

chat.   

 

 

CARDIAC ARREST AND DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING  

On 26th June, Nina Roberts (plot 40B), who is an 

experienced paramedic , led a training session with 11 

plot holders on how to deal with someone who has 

suffered a cardiac arrest and how to use a defibrillator.    

The training session was very well received and many 

thanks to Nina.    Nina has also sent these links: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-45114982 and 

https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-

save-a-life/defibrillators/how-to-use-a-defibrillator with 

more information, and she has agreed to do another 

session later in the year. 

Angela Dicken 

NATURE RESERVE 

The Committee noted at its last meeting that the Nature Reserve is in need of some attention as it has 

become very overgrown and the pond has become a hazard as it is no longer visible.   A warning sign to 

show the position of the pond has been put up now.  The plants are buzzing with bees and insects, so it is 

clearly a haven for wildlife. We will be considering how best to manage this area over the next few weeks. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-45114982
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/defibrillators/how-to-use-a-defibrillator
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/defibrillators/how-to-use-a-defibrillator


FOUR NEW ALLOTMENT SITES COULD BE CREATED 

Harrogate and District Allotments Federation recently contacted Harrogate Council to inform them of the 

number of people currently on waiting lists for allotments across the district and asking what the Council's 

plans were in relation to extending allotment provision.   The Council's Commercial & Development 

Manager replied in May with details of the waiting lists on the Council run sites at Claro Road, Pearl Street 

and Ferrensby where there are now respectively 192, 72 and 50 names on the lists.   He said that the 

Council “is expecting new allotment provision on four different sites as a result of developer contributions, 

on the assumption that the developments go ahead as planned.”  The new sites will be at Highfield Farm 

(Knaresborough), Yew Tree Lane (former Police Training College), Last Lane (adjacent to the Yew Tree Lane 

site) and Edwin Gardens (next to the Queen Ethelburga's estate).   There is no information on number of 

plots.  

 

RHUBARB 

Mary (plot 9A) asked by email “I have quite a big patch of rhubarb as we and our 

family love it but unlike nearly everyone else's on the site my rhubarb is like pencils 

compared to most others which are much healthier and thicker.   What are we 

doing wrong?”   We received lots of replies – thank you all – which are well 

summarised in this answer from Phyllida Barker (plot 36): 

“Although the thin stalks could be attributed to the cultivar it is more likely that 

your rhubarb is played out and needs dividing.   Do this in early spring when the 

ground is workable.   Lift the whole clump and cut off some outer sections with a 

spade with new clumps having 2 to 3 buds.    Throw away old woody centre 

sections.    Replant in a fresh area in full sun in a richly prepared soil.   Plant the 

new clumps with the buds just at soil level about 18 to 24 inches apart, water in and keep an eye on water 

during the first season. 

Give dressings of blood, fish and bone every so often.   Don't harvest too many stalks from the new plants 

during the first season until they are well established.   It is a good idea to have more than one clump so you 

can divide every three years in rotation.”       

 

HAVE YOU TRIED GROWING ASPARAGUS? 

It was a complete failure when many years ago I tried growing it from seed.  Whilst 

making my seed order last autumn I decided I would give asparagus another go 

and ordered some crowns.  If you do it this way the asparagus spears only take 

two years instead of four.   The crowns arrived from Kings in a padded envelope 

some time around the end of March and looked like big spiders with very long 

legs.    I followed the cultivation instructions in D.G. Hessayon “The Vegetable 

Expert” (my vegetable-growing bible) and spread out the crowns in a trench about 

six inches deep, then covered them with about 2 inches of soil.   They seem to 

have settled in quite well and have sent up big stalks with feathery foliage on top.   

The advice is to leave them to their own devices.    However, I have to rake 

another 2 inches of soil into their trench.   I'm not desperately fond of asparagus, but growing it is an 

interesting gardener's challenge.   I will give a progress report in another year or two.       

           Keith Wadd 



WHEN SHOULD A PLOT HOLDER GO ON HOLIDAY? 

I had an interesting conversation on this topic a few days 

ago.    Apart from “never”, there is no straightforward 

answer.   Basically, it depends on what we want to grow.   

Trickiest of all are peas.   They are at their best for only a 

day or two, and if you don't catch them then, you're better 

off with Bird's Eye.   However, they don't all come on the 

same plant at the same time, so the whole crop might last 

a week or more.   Broad beans are similar – you've got to 

catch them right.   Same with runners, but the same plant 

usually keeps producing beans over several weeks though it helps if they are picked regularly.    Compare 

these with leeks - any time from late October to late April!    Beetroot, carrots and parsnips hang around for 

a long time too.   

So if you like to grow and eat summer veg, don't go away for long in the summer.   Then there are the 

weeds.  They grow like the clappers (whatever they are) in June especially, so if you go away then, you are 

into a week's weeding quarantine when you get back.       Keith Wadd 

 

HOME NEEDED FOR OAK SAPLING 

A kindly bird or rodent surreptitiously planted an acorn on my plot two years ago and it has grown into a 

healthy young sapling.   I must dig it up in the autumn and rather than having to dump it, I would like it to 

have a new home away from the allotment site.   Any offers?    Keith Wadd    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Wadd, Editor, email: tansley22@btinternet.com    Formatting by Angela Dicken. 

Dates for your diary 

Thursday 5th August  Deadline for Show Entries 

Saturday 7th August                   Picnic-on-the-Plot 

Sunday 15th August  HDAF Diamond Jubilee Show 

 

Summer fruits 


