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\2 ¢ For all Plot Holders and Associate Members

Growing Together

Funny year this year! It always is a “funny year” for
gardeners. Not “funny ha-ha” of course. This year so far has
not just been funny but decidedly strange and we're in drought
conditions, a long dry spell which started at least as far back as
March. The most time-consuming gardening job apart from
weeding has been watering, watering, watering. The long
overdue hosepipe ban has now been imposed by Yorkshire
Water (Friday, 11% July). Although as | write this some serious
rain is confidently forecast for the next day or two, the Met
people are hinting at yet another heatwave to follow.

It's not only the very dry conditions that have made gardening
difficult, but we have also suffered from a prolonged attack of
wind. At 600 feet or so above sea-level Harlow Hill is bound to
be a more windy place than most, but I've found this year
particularly windy so far. The wind has also made the dry spell

worse by quickly drying out our parched plots on the rare
occasions when it has actually rained.

However, despite the difficult weather, there has been so much at the Harlow Hill Allotments from which to
take pleasure. Open Day on June 14™ was a great success, and we seem to have gained favourable
comments from the Site Judges who came to see us on June 26%™.  Plot holders who have grown
strawberries have returned home with smiles on their face and their baskets bulging, and there are
encouraging signs that plums and apples are going to crop well. And it has been a magnificent year for
blossom of all sorts. Broad beans, despite the winds blowing a few plants over, seem to be cropping well —
| started to harvest mine in the last week of June.

HARROGATE SITE JUDGING

Richard Wriglesworth and Steph Byrnes kindly escorted the judges, Rob Snow, Chair of Knaresborough
Allotments, and Simon Collier, former Head Gardener in the Valley Gardens, on the 26" June 2025 around
the site. Richard reported;

“We were the first site to be visited, and the comments were positive. They felt the site looked better than
last year with fewer ‘problem’ plots “

The results of the Site Judging from across the 7 Harrogate Self-Managed sites will be displayed at the
Allotment Show on 17" August in the Sun Pavilion in Valley Gardens.



OPEN DAY ENJOYABLE AND SUCCESSFUL

Open Day on the morning of Saturday 14 June took place
in ideal weather, warm without being too warm, not much
wind, and no rain. Lots of people turned up, both Harlow
Hill plot holders and nearby residents. It was really good
to see and chat with Molly Askew, a former Harlow Hill
Allotments’ Chair who now lives at the other side of town.

Chris Dicken, our Chair, hosted our new local town
councillor and our new mayor, and reports that they were
| very interested and appeared to be very impressed.

The plant stall (which also sold rhubarb) and the cake and refreshments stall both did a good trade, and
many people enjoyed the opportunity to sit down and have chat with friends and savour some of the tasty
and tempting cakes. Perhaps we could even use a few more seats next year.

The final takings, up £200 from last year, were almost £800
(actually £799.24) and this included on the day takings of
£404.63 from the plant stall, £347.01 from the cake stall, and
£47.60 from wide-ranging attempts to guess how many beans
in the jar. Our chosen local charities this year to benefit from
the takings are Rossett Acre Primary School Gardening Club
and Horticap.

Many thanks to Richard Wriglesworth for organising the bean
jar. There were 95 guesses of the number of beans in the jar,
ranging from 204 to 3921 beans. No one got the correct
answer of 934, but for the nearest guesses we had a tie
between former secretary Anne Ellis and Drew Field an 11-
year-old member of the gardening club of Rossett Acre
Primary School. The “adjudicating committee” tossed a coin
and the winner of the £10 RHS voucher was Drew Field.

Events like Open Day need a lot of organising, and a lot of people to help, plot holders as well committee
members. The things that needed to be done included advance publicity (posters on the allotment gates,
designing the leaflets, getting them printed, and then putting them through the letter boxes of nearby
residents); risk assessment update; donation of cakes, plants, produce; volunteers for the refreshment stall
and plant stall; setting up the gazebo; setting up the refreshments stall and the plant stall; signage; cloths
for the tables, provision of hot water, tea, coffee, milk and sugar, rubbish bag; first-aid co-ordinator;
organising the bean count; dealing with the takings; putting things away, etc. Many thanks to everyone
who contributed.



WILDLIFE AREA

4l We have cleared a lot of the bindweed from the
| site, but it is an ongoing task and a difficult one as

it is deep rooted and spreads rapidly — its pretty

- white flowers are no compensation. Frogs have

definitely been using the pond which is
heartening news. We don't seem to have had a
nest in the box this year, but we won't know for
sure until the box is cleaned out in the autumn.
We have several large teasel plants which are
great for bees etc. and will produce seeds for
goldfinches later on. Anyone visiting the wildlife
area needs to be careful round the teasel plants
as they are very prickly.

The wildlife area is at the far end of the small site. Please feel welcome to visit it.

Tricia Wilson

NEW ALLOTMENT TOILET NOW INSTALLED AND AVAILABLE FOR USE

The allotment site’s new composting toilet became ready for use on 27t
_June with an email from our Secretary, Richard Bradley, notifying all plot

| holders that “it is now ready for use”. For those who are unfamiliar with a
! composting toilet, there are instructions inside. Please ensure that the

. padlock is closed and the number scrambled when you leave.

We owe considerable thanks to all those involved and particularly to
Michael Jacob, John Power, our Site Manager, and to Steph Byrnes for

I their work in selecting and ordering it and installing it. This also involved
considerable work in demolishing the previous toilet and disposing of it,
and clearing, extending and preparing the base (including a new step) and
making it suitable for the new model. Allin all, quite a big job to take on.

The new toilet was paid for from Harlow Hill Allotment Association's existing funds. The committee had no
hesitation in deciding that the previous toilet which had become unusable should be replaced. Our North
Yorkshire Councillor, Mike Schofield, has kindly agreed to give us a £500 grant from his community funds,
and we are also in touch with North Yorkshire Council to see if a contribution can be made from the

County's infrastructure fund.

Michael Jacob has kindly volunteered to be responsible for the upkeep of the toilet and will replenish the
hand gel, loo roll and wood shavings. Many thanks to him for taking on this job.

There was no Opening Ceremony for the new facility, and its inaugural use was by Anon, | am reliably

informed — reminds me of “Clochemerle”.



HARROGATE IN BLOOM — BRITAIN IN BLOOM JUDGES TO VISIT OUR SITE

Harrogate in Bloom is in the 2025 Britain in Bloom Finals. Judging will take place on Monday 11" August.
The judges will be at Harlow Hill Allotments from 10.00 to 10.40. They will be on site much longer than
previously, so we will be able to show them the new toilet, the bees, the shop and the wildlife area as well
as giving them an opportunity to look at the plots.

As we are representing Harrogate on behalf of the Harrogate Allotment sites, it would be great if plot
holders can have their plots looking at their best and their paths cut.

There will be a gazebo with display boards inside to highlight %

N

allotment gardening across all the Harrogate sites. Representatives L .
from all of the Harrogate allotment sites will be invited to attend, and HAR R{@zGATE
our chair, Chris Dicken, will be representing us. IN BLOOM

ALLOTMENT SHOW ON SUNDAY 17t AUGUST

This year's Harrogate & District Allotment Federation Annual Show will be on Sunday 17t August in the
Sun Pavilion in the Valley Gardens. The Show is an opportunity for plot holders from across the Harrogate
District — Harrogate, Knaresborough, Ripon and Boroughbridge — to exhibit their best vegetables, fruit,
flowers and baking. Trophies are awarded at the end of the Show and there are cash prizes too. The
exhibits are displayed in the Sun Pavilion and there are stalls outside on the Sun Colonnade.

Have a go at the Show

You don't have to be an expert gardener to enter the Show.
There is a novices’ section, so if you haven't entered before and
want to have a go, try entering in that section. Several Harlow
Hill plot holders have had great success starting in the novices’
section.

There's a section for children and grandchildren of members too
— lots of fun things to try e.g. a rocket made of vegetables, a

planted child's wellie, four decorated cupcakes, a cress egg head
—and much more. There's also a cup for the child from Harlow Hill Allotments with the most points.

You can enter as many classes as you like for just £4 per adult and £2 for children and there's something for
everyone to enter — vegetables, fruit, flowers, baking etc. - so please consider giving it a go.

The schedule and entry forms are on the HDAF website www.thehdaf.co.uk and on our own website

www.harlowhillaa.org in the members' section (members' password is Beesmakehoney).  Hard copies of

the schedule and entry forms are in the shed near the allotment shop and on the small site.

There's advice and tips about entering the show on the websites, but if you want some advice about
entering or if you have any questions, please contact me email: dicken.angela@hotmail.co.uk

Judging of the exhibits takes place from 10.00 to approximately 12.00 (or when the judging finishes). The
Show will be formally opened when judging finishes by the Town Council Mayor, Chris Aldred.


http://www.thehdaf.co.uk/
http://www.harlowhillaa.org/
mailto:dicken.angela@hotmail.co.uk

Tombola Stall

Harlow Hill will be running the Tombola Stall again, so we'll soon be asking for
gifts: toiletries, bottles of booze, confectionery, children's toys etc., and those
perhaps not entirely welcome Christmas presents. Further details about
where to leave these will be given nearer the time. Gerry Hansford has
kindly agreed to run the stall again.

Inter- site Competition — Mellow Yellow

Every year we have an Inter-Site Competition. The
theme of this year's competition is Mellow Yellow.
Each site is challenged to produce an arrangement
of flowers, fruit and vegetables to fit in a 2ft X 2ft
square on this theme. If you have creative talents
and would like a go at producing an arrangement

for Harlow Hill, or if you have some yellow fruit,
flowers on your plot or in your garden that you would be willing to donate for the arrangement please, let
me know

Help needed

We'll also be looking for helpers — for the tombola stall, for helping to set up the Show (from 7.00 to 9.00)
and clearing up (16.00-17.00). If you can help, please let me know.

But even if you are unable to help, why not come along for a look round, see some really good vegetables,
flowers and other exhibits, have a go at the tombola and chat with fellow gardeners? There will be stalls
around the Sun Colonnade, a coffee van, and a band entertaining everyone during the afternoon. Hope to
see you there. Angela Dicken

WASTE NOT WANT NOT

Contributions of fruit and veg to “Resurrected Bites” are very welcome. Place your contributions please in
the two boxes next to the lawnmower shed on the large site. Veronica and Keeley deliver the boxes on
Monday mornings, so it's best to make your contributions late Sunday or early Monday morning. At
“Resurrected Bites” all the contributions are turned into enjoyable meals. Please make sure that the fruit
and veg that you donate is in good condition. Rhubarb very acceptable, but not after the end of July.



BEWARE FLATWORMS

Land flatworms are unsegmented worms that feed on soil organisms
ranging from woodlice to earthworms. Sightings in the UK have risen
sharply in recent years, and experts have warned that they can decimate
earthworm populations and degrade soil quality. The rise in flatworm
numbers is attributed to the global trade in potted plants and soils.
Knock-on effects include a reduction in mole numbers as their food

disappears. The conservation charity Buglife encourages anyone who

finds a flatworm to report the sighting via its PotWatch survey. (Information from The Guardian
newspaper). To aid recognition, flatworms are orange and flat. None have been reported as being seen
on local allotments, but it helps to be vigilant. Keith Wadd

EXPECTED CULTIVATION /MANTENANCE STANDARDS

This year we are trialling three full-site inspections as a means of ensuring that plots meet the
requirements of the Tenancy Agreement and do not cause problems to adjacent plots. The “Main
Season” inspections will be carried out in the next few weeks.

There were lessons learned from the first such inspection, the main one being that April was too early to
make any judgements. This will be changed next year if the trial method is adopted.

The main areas the committee will be looking at as well as general tidiness are that the plots are being fully
cultivated and weed free. No one is expecting perfection, but these are not onerous standards for us all to
expect to meet.

A copy of the Cultivation and Maintenance Standards is included in the members' area of our website
https.//www.harlowhillaa.org/policies Richard Wriglesworth

GINNEL HEDGE CUT

An allotment working party cut and strimmed the allotment hedge beside the
ginnel path on Friday 11t July, and a good job was made of it. The work was
carried out by Michael Jacob, Simon & Chris Chalkley, Richard Bradley and
John Power on a blistering hot day in the middle of the third heatwave, and
many thanks to them. The job also involved taking all the discarded cuttings
to the tip. It was great to hear the very positive feedback from several local
people as they passed by. The allotment association only really works if plot
holders are willing to step up and do these essential jobs. The ginnel pathis a
very well-used local amenity, and it is important to keep it unobstructed by

vegetation from adjacent hedges. John Power, Site Manager



USE OF HARD-CORE MATERIALS, ARTIFICIAL GRASS & CARPETS

The Committee at its July meeting discussed problems arising from the above. The problem with hard core
materials such as gravel is that although they are helpful to gardeners in providing a firm, mud-free surface
they can become compacted and are very difficult to remove for a following plot holder who does not want
them. They can also overspill onto rides which is not good for the mowing. We have therefore decided that
new use of hard-core in the future is not allowed. Grass paths or wood chipping on paths are encouraged,
with flagstones for any hard surface that is required.

We are also actively strongly discouraging any future use of carpets or artificial grass. Carpets can leach
chemicals (from their dyes) into the soil and contaminate it. Additionally, they are often treated with moth
repellent and fire retardant which also can contaminate soil.

Artificial grass is also something to be avoided - it will breakdown and release plastic particles into the soil,
contaminating it for many years, it kills the soil beneath it, it has absolutely no benefit to wildlife and
doesn’t drain. There are also more ‘global’ reasons to avoid it.

We should all be trying to follow best practice on the allotment site, for the benefit of all plot holders.

Note that the committee is not asking for existing hard-core materials, artificial grass or carpet to be
removed.

WAITING LIST

Six new names have been added to the waiting list which now stands at 56. The last person to take on a
plot had waited 2 years, 2 months. Richard Wriglesworth, Letting Manager

The waiting list was also discussed at the July Committee Meeting. It was decided that from February 2026
everyone on the waiting list should also be an Associate Member and pay the Associate Membership
annual fee. Associate Members would of course be able to use the Allotment Shop, order seeds from the
Kings Seeds discounted order scheme, and receive a copy of the newsletter.

NOTICE ON THE USE OF HOSEPIPES FOLLOWING YORKSHIRE WATER BAN
The following instruction has gone out to all plot holders on Harlow Hill Allotments:
“Dear Plot Holder,

As you may be aware, Yorkshire Water in their advice to business users (which applies to us as the
Allotment Association) has issued a hosepipe ban effective from Friday 11t July 2025. In the past, despite
an exemption that allows the use of a hosepipe on edible produce, our allotment policy for environmental
reasons has been to follow the ban. This is in line with other allotments that allow hosepipes (not all do).

However, given the prolonged dry spell, we have decided, for those of you that have a hosepipe licence, to
allow limited use of hosepipes on the site for edible crops only where this cannot reasonably be done via a
watering can, as stipulated by Yorkshire Water. We advise targeted watering at the roots and remind plot
holders that established plants need less watering.

Please not that using a hosepipe to fill a water butt on your plot or a watering can is not allowed under the
Yorkshire Water restrictions.

For those with a licence, we hope you will not use a hosepipe if you are able to use a watering can.”

HHAA Committee



GARDENING IN THE HARLOW HILL WIND — SOME PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

Runner beans are particularly vulnerable to the wind as they are trained to climb high up their sticks, but as
they are a favourite veg, | have no hesitation in growing them. | also think they are better fresh out of the
allotment than from a shop. Best to grow more than enough and let the wind have its share. If the bean
sticks get blown over, just leave them (as far as possible) as the beans thrive more or less as well horizontal
or oblique as when they are vertical. Another option is just to grow dwarf beans — but | don't like them
quite as much as runners.

Broad beans, particularly the taller varieties including Aquadulce Claudia which you can sow in the autumn,
are also wind-vulnerable. They are a valuable crop because effectively they are the first veg of the season
and they can be harvested from late June. Some of the smaller varieties such as Witkiem Manita are well
worth trying, and they crop just as well as the taller sorts. This year | happened to set rows of the short
and the tall next to one another, and - happy accident - although the wind has toppled one or two stems,
the beans all supported one another and provided a mutual wind break.

Brussels sprouts on their tall stems are particularly vulnerable on a windy site (the caterpillars like them
too). Although they are a favourite veg of mine, I've come to the conclusion that they are not worth the
trouble of growing, so I've given up on them. Furthermore, though perhaps not everyone will agree,
those you buy in the shops taste none the worse.

A few years ago | decided to have a go at growing asparagus. It's a long-term gardening project: you have
to leave it for a couple of years before cutting it (for 4 years if starting from seed) and then stop cutting it
some time in June. After that, you just leave it to grow before it dies back, and from late June onwards
mine has produced a row of tall feathery vegetation, nice to look at and useful as a windbreak.

Many years ago a H.H. plot holder planted a hedge as a windbreak (I can't remember which hedging plant).
It turned out to be neither use nor ornament, and something which the succeeding plot holder could have
done without. On the other hand a row of tall perennial flowers, say monarda (though that prefers some

shade), can be of use as a windbreak and decidedly ornamental too. Maybe, I'll try it sometime.

Keith Wadd




UNEXPECTED VISITORS

A few weeks ago we had an unexpected early morning visitor to the Harlow Hill
site: a roe deer. It might have gained entry by a gate left open, but it probably
wouldn't have much trouble in leaping a fence. Not known whether it caused
any serious damage, but might have found some tasty morsels to munch, and
left some useful manure.

A roe deer is distinguishable from fallow deer by its white hindquarters. Good

nearby places to see fallow deer are Fountains Abbey and Harewood Park. The
fallow deer in Harewood Park can often be comfortably viewed from the upper
deck of the No.36 bus.

An animal visitor to my allotment plot has eaten most of my gooseberries - you can see the impression in
the bush where its head has pressed into the foliage, and underneath the bush there are gooseberries with
holes bitten in them Evidence not strong enough to be certain that it is a fox, but what else? - and foxes
have a much more eclectic diet than is commonly supposed. I've heard of “fox and the grapes” but “fox
and the gooseberries”?

On other wildlife matters, anyone seen a hedgehog on the site this year? And | haven't yet seen a swallow
or a swift this summer — what's happened to them?

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DEADLINE FOR ALLOTMENT SHOW ENTRIES Thursday 7™ August

PICNIC ON THE PLOT Sunday 10™ August
VISIT OF HARROGATE IN BLOOM JUDGES Monday 11" August
ANNUAL ALLOTMENT SHOW Sunday 17™ August
ALLOTMENT WORKDAY Saturday 6™ September

Please feel welcome to submit articles (even of a controversial nature), news, plant trials, photos etc.
Keith Wadd, Editor, email: tansley22@btinternet.com Formatting/Layout by Angela Dicken.

Harlow Hill Allotment Association website: www.harlowhillaa.org

On Facebook we’re Harlow Hill Allotment Association


http://www.harlowhillaa.org/

